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1 Executive Summary 
The submission of proposals was performed through the online platform 

http://opencall.eurobench2020.eu, also used for the FSTP-1 Open Call.  

For FSTP-2, previously to the final submission platform, a pre-registration form was prepared to 

gather the interest and ideas of potential participants and provide them with preliminary feedback 

to enhance the impact of the call. The pre-registration phase was opened from May 1st 2020 to May 

31st 2020 and the EUROBENCH teams provided the applicants with preliminary feedback to improve 

their proposals during the subsequent months before the launch of the Call.  

For both the pre-registration and, afterwards, for the Open Call, as part of T7.6, a dedicated section 

within the EUROBENCH website was created for the FSTP-2 Open Call including all the necessary 

details for the submission process (summarised on the website or included in the official documents 

and instructions to be followed by applicants).  

The call for submission within the platform was created including the fields required to comply with 

the FSTP-2 Guide for Applicants previously elaborated and gather all the information needed. It was 

linked to the dedicated page in EUROBENCH website and, finally, the FSTP-2 Open Call was opened 

on September 1st under a first-come-first-served scheme, including periodic cut-off dates every 15 

days.   

This Deliverable (D7.7 Submission Website -FSTP-2 Action) describes the developments within the 

EUROBENCH FSTP website and the above-mentioned web platform containing all the necessary 

information and active procedures implemented to launch the FSTP-2 action call and allow applicants 

to perform the submission within the call deadline, November 30th 2020, as well as, afterwards 

external and internal experts to perform the evaluation process. 

 

  

http://opencall.eurobench2020.eu/
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2 Description of work & main achievements 

Pre-Registration Phase 

Before starting the pre-registration in the dedicated form, participants had all the information needed 

in a dedicated page in the EUROBENCH website (https://eurobench2020.eu/ftsp-open-calls/fstp-2-

validating-the-framework/fstp-2-open-call-pre-registration-questions/).  

 

https://eurobench2020.eu/ftsp-open-calls/fstp-2-validating-the-framework/fstp-2-open-call-pre-registration-questions/
https://eurobench2020.eu/ftsp-open-calls/fstp-2-validating-the-framework/fstp-2-open-call-pre-registration-questions/
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Figure 1. Information to correctly pre-registrate a proposal 

For the online pre-registration, a dedicated Google form was created and made public. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdUXbGMGB-Tk0e_0W5n2ro3EkURUsRBKxbt_2MGYQEEhYgmCA/viewform


 

 

 

D7.7 Submission Website – FSTP-2 Action  

 

 
This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 

2020 research and innovation program under grant agreement No 779963 7   29 

 

Submission Phase 

The following documents were prepared and made public on the EUROBENCH website 

(http://eurobench2020.eu/ftsp-open-calls/FSTP-2/) for the potential applicants to have all the 

information needed during the preparation of the proposals and submission process: 

- Guide for Applicants 

- EUROBENCH Benchmarking Scenarios Description 

- FSTP-2 proposal template 

- Brochure Exo-H3 ROS (not prepared, just uploaded) 

In this dedicated page, a description of the call is offered in a summarized form, and the details of 

submission through documents and support links. 

The dedicated e-mail address: fstp@eurobench2020.eu was indicated as helpline communication 

channel. 

A dedicated webinar was also organized to explain all the details of the Open Call.  

 

Figure 2. Information to correctly submit a proposal 

http://eurobench2020.eu/
http://eurobench2020.eu/ftsp-open-calls/fstp-1/
https://eurobench2020.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/FSTP-2-Guide-for-Applicants_v1_vdef_V3.pdf
https://eurobench2020.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/EUROBENCH-benchmarking-scenarios-description_v2.pdf
https://eurobench2020.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Brochure-Exo-H3_2020_ROS.pdf
mailto:fstp@eurobench2020.eu
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Figure 3. FAQs 

As seen in the screenshots, support documents are provided, as well as a link to contact via email 

(helpline service). In addition, the section of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) is also an important 

help element.  

Here below, submission and evaluation processes are described, and screenshots of the web 

platform are included. 

 

2.1.1 Submission Process 

To apply to EUROBENCH Open call, applicants should use the following link: 

http://opencall.eurobench2020.eu  and access to the submission platform. 

After selecting the only open call currently active, i.e. EUROBENCH FSTP-2 Open Call, the initial page 

displays a brief summary of the call. It is divided into three sections (see image below): 

1. Description Section: This section gives a brief description of the EUROBENCH Open Call.  

2. Files Section: The second section shows the document that participants should read before 

submitting a proposal (Guide for Applicants). 

3. Link Section: Here, the “Go to Call” link takes an applicant to a login page. 

 

http://opencall.eurobench2020.eu/
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Login page: New applicants must register (“don’t have an account yet?”) to create an 

account first. An email address and a password are needed to register into the platform.  
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2.1.1.1 REGISTRATION 

In this phase, ORGANISATION MUST be also registered: Participants must complete all the 

required data when registering (see the following picture), since this information is automatically 

included in the proposal when completing the Consortium Section and it is not possible to modify 

the organisation’s data during the process. 

 

After the information has been submitted, a verification email will be sent. The applicant must first 

find the email and follow the account activation link to complete the registration. Once registered, 

applicants can login with their credentials. 

2.1.1.2 PROPOSAL SUBMISSION 

After a successful registration and login, an applicant is taken to the proposal submission page. Here, 
a proposal can be created and submitted. The page contains five sections. Note that all fields need 
to be completed although not all of them have a (*) behind their name.  

1. General Information Section: In this section, applicants need to provide the full title 
and acronym for their proposal. They have also to select the project category and robotic 
according to the classification in the Guide for Applicants. 
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2. Keywords: applicants need to enter at least 3 keywords which describe the topics of their 

proposal. A list with provided keywords will be shown: biomechanics, datasets, 

exoskeletons, human-machine interface, humanoids… This helps in assigning the 

appropriate evaluators later. 

 

 

3. Contact Information Section: Applicants must enter the contact person for the 

Coordinator here. The information in this section can be the same as the registered 

applicant. 

 

4. Consortium Partners Section: Should a proposal consist of multiple consortium 

members, all additional partners should be listed here as well.  Entering the name of the 

organization and clicking on “Search” the name of the organization should appear. Please 

select the right organization and the information included during the registration phase will 

be automatically included in your proposal. Please notice that every partner of the 

consortium must be previously registered in the platform.  
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For each organisation, different contact persons (at least one) can be added. If the 

contact person is already registered, the applicant can just introduce the name and click 

on “Search”. Please select the right Contact Person and the information included during 

the registration phase is automatically included in the proposal. 

 

 

 

If the Contact Person is not registered yet or the system is not allowing the 

applicant to select him/her, it is possible to create a new one at this stage: 
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5. Project Description:  in this section, applicants will upload their project description file. 

This action is mandatory to submit the proposals. Only PDF formats are allowed (max. 

8MB). 

 

 

6. Requested contribution: In this section applicants should indicate the total requested 

contribution PER PARTNER of the consortium. For each partner, they have to select 

EUROBENCH-FSTP-2 Cost Model and the following field will appear. It is important to 

note that although the field to be completed is called “budget” applicants need to indicate 

ONLY the requested contribution  

e.g.1 your budget is 60k€ but since you are participating in another proposal you are asking 

for a total contribution of 10k€, please indicate 10 k€ here. You will be detailing your total 
budget in the technical proposal form. 
e.g.2 your budget is 70k€ but since the maximum contribution (funding) is 60 k€ you are 

asking for a total contribution of 60k€, please indicate 60 k€ here. You will be detailing 
your total budget in the technical proposal form. 
 

 

Select a file 
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7. Ethics: applicants need to select all the items which are NOT related with their proposals. 

If there is an item related, applicants must complete the following section to indicate where 

they describe ethical issues in their project description file (PDF). 

 

Once all sections are filled in and the principle of no double funding declared, the proposal can be 

submitted: 

 

 

After a successful submission, the applicant will receive an email notification and see a confirmation 

screen.  

If any modification is needed, it is possible to edit the proposal after submission until 

the deadline of the related cut off (every 15 days as indicated in the Guide for 

Applicants). The official submission time and date are considered by the LATEST UPDATE 

details. 
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2.1.1.3 EDITING PROCESS 

Applicants can submit their proposal document as many times as they wish prior to the call deadline, 
but it is strongly recommended not to wait until the last minute to submit the proposal. 

From the dashboard, the submitted proposals can be reached through the Proposals link: 

 

 

From here, the submitted proposals can be edited through the Edit link: 

 

 

2.1.2 Evaluation of Proposals 

 

2.1.2.1  SELECTION OF EXPERTS 

Under Task 7.2, for the selection of the external evaluators, belonging to the FSTP Committee and 

updating its structure1 for this call, a public process was launched to ensure high quality level and 

expertise in the evaluation process. International experts working in the robotics field were invited 

to apply as evaluators (see the following figures). 

 
1 FSTP Committee structure was delivered in Deliverable 7.2.  
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Figure 4. Invitation email sent to international experts  
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28 applications were received during the process that was open in June and remained open for the 

whole period of the Call.  

As the FSTP-2 Open Call was organised under a first-come-first-served scheme with cut-off dates  

every 15 days, 11 different external evaluators complying with the requirements were assigned to a 
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number of proposals during the different cut offs, depending on several factors, avoiding conflict of 

interest, including: expertise, availability, number of proposals for each cut off.  

Their names are not included in this Deliverable for Personal Data Protection. If requested by the 

Commission, we will provide this information.  

 

Evaluator assigned ID 
nº proposals 

assigned 

Evaluator-89 5 

Evaluator-254 4 

Evaluator-64 5 

Evaluator-23 2 

Evaluator-197 5 

Evaluator-192 5 

Evaluator-194 10 

Evaluator-74 2 

Evaluator-146 5 

Evaluator-201 7 

Evaluator-170 2 

 

As for FSTP-1, included in Deliverable 7.2 FSTP Committee Structure, internal evaluators were also 

selected according to the stablished requirements, assigning them different proposals, avoiding 

conflict of interest, depending on the expertise, availability and number of proposals for each cut 

off.  

 

2.1.2.2 EVALUATION PROCESS 

As part of the FSTP Committee, the selected reviewers have to evaluate the of all the submitted 

proposals that have passed the initial eligibility check. Their responsibilities were defined in 

Deliverable 7.2 FSTP Committee Structure.  

 

For the evaluation phase, as part of the submission platform, the related evaluation form and 

functionalities were set to enable registration of the evaluators, assignments and signature of 

confidentiality, impartiality and no conflict of interest declarations. To facilitate the process, a manual 

for evaluators was prepared including all the information needed for the proper execution of their 

duties. A webinar was also held to prepare external experts for the work to do.  

 

Following the details of the evaluation platform: 

 

First, they should apply as Evaluator on the web platform 

(http://opencall.eurobench2020.eu/registration/evaluator). 

 

http://opencall.eurobench2020.eu/registration/evaluator
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Figure 5. Apply as Evaluator 

Then, they will receive an email from the web platform with three attached documents: the manual 

for the evaluations of proposals, the list of the assigned proposals, a declaration of impartiality and 

no conflict of interest and a declaration of confidentiality. They should sign and upload the 

documents to the web platform to be provided with proposals to evaluate. 

 

Then, to access the list of proposals assigned to the evaluators, they should login in into the 

EURBENCH Open Calls Platform: http://opencall.eurobench2020.eu/all_calls. 

 

 
Figure 6. Project Dashboard List 

 

http://opencall.eurobench2020.eu/all_calls
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On the left-side-menu, Evaluations section shows the List of Evaluations. On the next page, there is 

a list of the calls (in this case, only the EUROBENCH FSTP-2 is open). 

 

 
 

 
Figure 7. Calls 

 

Upon selecting Show, evaluators will see the list of proposals assigned to them. 

 

Figure 8. Proposals 

 

On the list page, they can see the current status of each of their assigned evaluations. 

 
Figure 9. Status of evaluations 
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Selecting Write Review, they can reach the evaluation module. 

 

 

A. Individual Evaluation Module 

 

On the evaluation module for each proposal, they can (I) download the proposal, (II) see the 
keywords, and the (III) Evaluation Criteria (and weights) for the specific call. In (IV) they can 
assign the scores and justifications for each criterion, while they can add private notes in (V) Your 
Comments. In the drop-down menu (VI) they can select the current status of their evaluation 
(Work/DONE). Finally, by selecting (VII) Update your evaluation, they can save the current status 

of the form. 

 
Figure 10. My evaluations section 

 

In this specific call (the above Figure is a sample), the evaluation criteria were set according to the 

guide for Applicants: 
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B. Consensus Evaluation Blog 

 

Once the individual evaluation is completed, the consensus phase begins. Evaluators can either use 

the platform and its consensus blog to: 

 

- discuss the evaluation of each proposal, or  

- set a Skype call with the other assigned expert.  

 

The rapporteur (i.e. the internal reviewer) is the one who initiates the consensus chat when carried 

out on the platform and who generates the consensus report at the end. 

 

By selecting Discuss, in Evaluations/Call Topic/Proposal name, 

 

Figure 11. Discuss option 

 

They can (I) Open a topic, (II) post their comments, (III) start another discussion topic, or (IV) 

read and participate in an existing discussion. 
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Figure 12. Different options inside the Consensus blog 

 

On the blog discussion modules, the previous comments (V) are on the top of the page, and (VI) 
reply area is below. 

 

 

Figure 13. Comments and replies 

 

C. Final Consensus Report - Rapporteur Module 
 

Those that have been appointed as Rapporteur, on Evaluations, will be able to access the 
Rapporteur module. 
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The Rapporteur module will be activated only after all the assigned Evaluators have submitted their 
evaluations: 

                 

 

Once active, the Rapporteur module has a similar arrangement than the Evaluation module with the 

(I) proposal and (II) keywords submitted by the applicant are on the left-side; and the scoring area 

on the right.   

 

Figure 14. Different options inside the Rapporteur module (this is just an example of the Evaluators Manual, for this call 
the criteria were set according to the guide for applicants) 

 

The right side contains the evaluations (III) and (IV), with the corresponding scores and 

comments, and the (V) average of the evaluation scores, as indicators; the (VII) consensus section 

should be filled respecting the (VI) evaluation criteria and Consensus Blog.  
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Figure 15. Consensus blog 

 

The (VIII) Average is the overall score and is computed from the consensus scores (VII) and not 
from the scores assigned by the Evaluators. Before finalizing the consensus report, evaluators will 

have to add the (IX) Final Report, and the (X) comments for the applicant. 

  

D. Overall score 

 

Each reviewer will evaluate the proposal according to the evaluation criteria (and associated weight) 

indicated in Section 4.2 of the Guide for Applicants (https://eurobench2020.eu/wp-

content/uploads/2021/03/FSTP-2-Guide-for-Applicants_v1_vdef_V3.pdf). 

Even though the platform would allow to assign scores from 0 to 10, according to the EUROBENCH 

procedures and guidelines, evaluation scores of up to 5 points (5 marks representing the highest 

quality) will be awarded for each criterion: 

● 0 Fail The proposal fails to address the criterion under examination or cannot be judged due 

to missing or incomplete information; 

● 1 Poor The criterion is addressed in an inadequate manner, or there are serious inherent 

weaknesses; 

● 2 Fair While the proposal broadly addresses the criterion, there are significant weaknesses; 

● 3 Good The proposal addresses the criterion well, although improvements would be 

necessary; 

https://eurobench2020.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/FSTP-2-Guide-for-Applicants_v1_vdef_V3.pdf
https://eurobench2020.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/FSTP-2-Guide-for-Applicants_v1_vdef_V3.pdf
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● 4 Very good The proposal addresses the criterion very well, although certain improvements 

are still possible; 

● 5 Excellent The proposal successfully addresses all relevant aspects of the criterion in 

question. Any shortcomings are minor 

A preliminary overall score will be assigned to each proposal, taking into account the consensus 

evaluation phase results and the associated weight of the evaluation criteria. 

Overall Score = 0,25* (S1+S2+S3+S4)*3 

where: 

Si is the evaluation score for the i-th Criterion and Wi is the weight associated to the i-th Criterion. 

 

The maximum overall score will be 15 points. To ensure a good level of quality in the proposals, a 

global threshold of 10 and a criterion-specific threshold of 3 will be applied. Proposals below any of 

these thresholds will not be eligible for funding, independently from the number of submitted 

proposals.  

 

The consensus report and final overall score will be the basis for the creation of the final Ranking 
list of Proposals used by the Steering Committee to perform the final selection, as indicated in Section 
4.3 of the Guide for Applicants (https://eurobench2020.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/FSTP-2-
Guide-for-Applicants_v1_vdef_V3.pdf). 

 

  

https://eurobench2020.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/FSTP-2-Guide-for-Applicants_v1_vdef_V3.pdf
https://eurobench2020.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/FSTP-2-Guide-for-Applicants_v1_vdef_V3.pdf
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3 Deviations from the workplan 
The web platform for the submission phase was active and fully operational since the opening of the 

Call in September 2020. Initially planned for May 2020, the call was postponed because of the 

following reasons: 

- COVID-19 pandemic causing delays in the development of the framework and the FSTP-1 

sub-projects 

- Creation of a pre-registration phase to increase the quality and the impact of the FSTP-2 

Open Call for the validation of the framework  

First drafts of this deliverable were completed simultaneously to the preparation and updates of the 

platform, being ready to be submitted by the beginning of December, right after the FSTP-2 Open 

Call was closed and the last assignments in the evaluation process were made. However, the last 

version (without additional changes) of the deliverable is being submitted in September 2021.  

4 Conclusion 
This deliverable is considered complete in every single part according to the requirements stablished 
in the EUROBENCH Grant Agreement. 

 

 

 


